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The place which France had lost in interna-
tional life has been more than regained. The
labours of M. Delcasse were of signal value in
the improvement of French external relations.
He was a leader in the peace policy of Europe.
He did not wait until all the powers were com-
pelled to move by the irresistible behests of the
conscience of the civilised world. At the time
of Fashoda, he urged arbitration upon the points
at issue; and even when this was refused by
England, he still showed the most conciliatory
attitude. From this policy he never deviated.
He was foremost in signing treaties of arbitra-
tion, and in putting an end to Anglo-French
controversies. The settlement of the Newfound-
land difficulty was due, in a very large measure,
to his far-sighted and conciliatory spirit. He
brought Great Britain to make the neutrality of
the Suez Canal real, while the Egyptian question
ceased to be a constant cause of Anglo-French
friction. The Republic had already brought
about the Russian Alliance, but he created
the Anglo-French entente, followed by the
Franco-Italian and the Franco-Spanish agree-
ments equally commendable. An enumeration
of his successful diplomatic acts with almost
all the other powers would be as flattering
to the great minister as it would be fatiguing